
IRCANDIA NAMED HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF WCBF

June 19, 2013, Okotoks, Alberta…The 2016 World Children’s Baseball Fair (WCBF) was 
awarded to Okotoks last month and now the planning stage is already underway for this 
prestigious event. 

The WCBF is an annual world fair for children from all over the world which uses their love of 
the sport of baseball as a catalyst towards appreciating different cultures and promoting 
understanding and tolerance in the world community. Participants from over 15 nations are 
anticipated to descend on Okotoks for a celebration of baseball camps, skills and cultural events. 
The international showcase will also include a baseball tournament celebrating some of the best 
youth players world wide. The WCBF was established in 1990 with the collaboration of home 
run legends Hank Aaron of Major League Baseball and Sadaharu Oh of the Japanese 
Professional League under the guidance of Dr. Aikiko Agishi.

Ben Asuchak, the Executive Chairman of the successful Okotoks bid and the WCBF Organizing 
Committee has begun putting together his executive team to ensure that the Okotoks World Fair 
is the best ever. Asuchak is the Co-President of Respiratory Homecare Solutions Calgary. He is 
also the past President of the Okotoks Minor Baseball Association and guided OMBA to a 
Baseball Alberta Award as the “Fastest Growing Youth Baseball Community” in the province. 
Last year, Asuchak’s son Braeden was chosen as one of five Alberta youth players to travel to 
the WCBF in Japan.

Ben’s executive committee includes another former OMBA President Bob Dyck, who travelled 
to Japan as Chef de Mission and chaperone for Team Alberta at the last WCBF. Bob’s wife, 
Lesley Dyck, another longtime and capable member of the former OMBA team, also joins the
executive committee for the WCBF.

In addition and signalling the comitment of the Okotoks Dawgs Baseball Program to the World 
Event, John Ircandia, the founding and now managing director of the Dawgs has been named the 
Honourary Chairman. The Dawgs facilities were instrumental in landing the Okotoks bid and the 
Program is committed to asssist in any way it can to ensure the success of the WCBF. Ircandia 
has been a partner in the national law firm of Borden Ladner Gervais since 1983 and in 2011 was 
appointed a Queen’s Counsel. He also served as Volunteer Project Manager for Seaman 
Stadium, the Duvernay Fieldhouse and Tourmaline Field in Okotoks, widely recognized as the 
premier amateur and youth baseball facilities in Canada. In January 2012, Ircandia was named 



the 24th most influential Canadian in baseball behind the likes of Paul Beeston of the Toronto 
Blue Jays by the Canadian Baseball Network and Hall of Fame journalist, Bob Elliot.

Stay tuned for more information about the World Children’s Baseball Fair and contact Angie 
Cox, Dawgs Operations Manager, at 403-262-3294 (DAWG) to get on the WCBF list of 
volunteers.


